and subjected to the minimum of interference. They start by describing the relationship between the rate of growth of a bacterial cell in the steady state and its mass and composition, and then discuss what happens during the transition from one growth rate to another. This leads to an analysis of how the overall rate of RNA synthesis is controlled. The final chapters are on the regulation of DNA synthesis and the organization of DNA in the nucleus.
The book also has an appendix containing four of the authors' own papers. These papers are readily available in libraries; so too are reviews of the literature comparable to that given in the first chapter of this book. Omission of these two sections would cut the length of the book by over a third. Publication of a shorter book as a paper-back would make it much easier for students to buy. This book can nevertheless be recommended as a clear introduction to an important and interesting field. This is a short monograph by Dr Cannon of Los Angeles who is well known for his work in direct arterial surgery. Loop strippers for endarterectomy made to his design are used in many surgical centres throughout the world.
Endarterectomy, the operation devised by dos Santos in Portugal, like so many other valuable procedures in arterial surgery, has an established place in the treatment of arteriosclerosis. Its exact place might be argued by different surgeons. Many, for example, prefer vein by-pass grafting for femoral arterial blocks. All will, however, find points of interest in Dr Cannon's book and it will be of great assistance to many workers in the field of vascular surgery.
J B KINMONTH
The Veins Normal and Abnormal Function by J Edwin Wood MD pp xv+224 illustrated 70s
London: J& A Churchill 1966
The venous system has for long been the Cinderella of the circulation, being either ignored or described as though its scanty musculature could not be of much importance. It is now widely recognized that the veins play an active role in determining the cardiac output and in meeting circulatory stresses. However, the study of venous activity presents difficulties not yet fully overcome. Available methods are semi-quantitative and, while they have given useful results in the hands of their inventors, are apt to be treated with scepticism by others.
Dr Wood, who is one of the handful of workers on human veins, has written a rather inwardlooking monograph. He describes his own methods in perhaps unnecessary detail, and is not always accurate in his reference to others. Nevertheless, he gives a clear and mostly uncontroversial account ofpresent knowledge.
The book is illustrated with line drawings, but must be considered somewhat expensive for its contents. The participants in this liveJy, valuable conference consisted of parents, otologists, audiologists, psychologists, educational experts, a psychiatrist, social workers, health visitors and representatives of the Ministries of Health and Education. Its purpose was well stated by Mrs Freddy Bloom, Chairman of the NDCS, in her opening address when she said that though doctors could diagnose and teachers slave it was glaring truth that deaf children could only and best be helped through the parents. Within these terms of reference Mr Ian Robin gave a clear and informative talk on medical causes of deafness. Speaking not only as a psychiatrist but as the parent of a deaf child, Dr Philip Bloom was both compassionate and sensible on the effect of a deaf child in the family. Mr Gavin Livingstone, whose experience in this field is unique, gave an authoritative paper on the management of children with deafness due to thalidomide. Mr J M A Lenihan, Regional Physicist for Glasgow, spoke of the importance of accurate standards of audiometry and the need for regular periodic checking of audiometers. He also mentioned his proposed (and much needed) investigation of the threshold of hearing of 5-and 13-year-old children in order to establish working standards. Mrs N H Moseley, Lecturer in Education of the Deaf at Manchester University, spoke on parent guidance in the home and in the special clinic from her own wide experience as an educationist and a research worker. Amongst the most informative papers for medical readers, however, will be those by the two practising teachers of the deaf, Miss Wendy Galbraith, on the teacher's relationship with the parents of a very deaf young child, and Dr E S Greenaway, on problems of profoundly deaf
